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Urban Regeneration 
  

 “a comprehensive and integrated vision and action which 

leads to the resolution of urban problems and which seeks 

to bring about a lasting improvement in the 

economic, physical, social and environmental 

condition of an area that has been subject to change” 
 

     Roberts & Sykes 2000, p.17 
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Communica>ve	
  Planning	
  

	
  
Communica>ve	
  planning	
  aims	
  to	
  sustain	
  a	
  
governance	
  process	
  where	
  poli>cal	
  communi>es	
  
can	
  collec>vely	
  been	
  involved	
  in	
  their	
  common	
  
dilemmas	
  about	
  the	
  changes	
  and	
  developments	
  
in	
  their	
  neighbourhood.	
  	
  

(Healey	
  2002)	
  



London 2012 Regeneration Games 
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Methodology 
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•  Focus Group Meetings 
•  Survey Analysis	
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Key Findings 
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Support and Engagement 
Perceptions on the Games Related Regeneration 
Community Cohesion 
Community Consultation 
	
  



Propor>on	
  of	
  resident	
  support	
  towards	
  the	
  UK	
  hos>ng	
  the	
  2012	
  Games	
  in	
  London	
  	
  
[χ2	
  =20.00;	
  df=15;	
  p=	
  0.172]	
  

(70%)	
  	
  

(19%)	
  



‘As	
  a	
  resident	
  in	
  Hackney,	
  I	
  completely	
  support	
  the	
  Games	
  
happening	
  here.	
  Me	
  and	
  millions	
  of	
  other	
  people	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  
benefit	
  in	
  the	
  long	
  term,	
  but	
  people	
  shouldn’t	
  kind	
  of	
  look	
  for	
  
things	
  to	
  happen	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  three	
  months	
  and	
  expect	
  miracles.	
  I	
  
think	
  it	
  will	
  just	
  take	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  >me’	
  (LBH,	
  respondent	
  3)	
  



Extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  prepara>ons	
  for	
  staging	
  the	
  Games	
  in	
  East	
  London	
  have	
  regenerated	
  the	
  local	
  area	
  	
  
	
  [χ2=90.78;	
  df=15;	
  p=	
  0.0001]	
  	
  

(64%)	
  	
  

(36%)	
  	
  



Respondent	
  5:	
  I	
  lived	
  in	
  Tower	
  Hamlets	
  all	
  my	
  life,	
  sixty	
  years,	
  
and	
  I	
  have	
  seen	
  changes.	
  …All	
  I’m	
  trying	
  to	
  say	
  is	
  I’ve	
  lived	
  in	
  this	
  
area	
  all	
  my	
  life	
  and	
  when	
  I	
  was	
  growing	
  up	
  there	
  were	
  rats,	
  rat	
  
infesta>ons.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  dump.	
  And	
  now	
  that	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  money	
  has	
  
gone	
  into	
  regenera>on…	
  
Respondent	
  3:	
  They’re	
  not	
  doing	
  it	
  for	
  us,	
  darling,	
  they’re	
  doing	
  
it	
  for	
  the	
  Olympic	
  people!	
  
Respondent	
  5:	
  No,	
  they’re	
  doing	
  it	
  for	
  us,	
  we’re	
  gonna	
  benefit	
  
once	
  the	
  Olympics	
  are	
  over.	
  	
  
Respondent	
  2:	
  We’ll	
  s>ll	
  be	
  here	
  and	
  benefit	
  from	
  it.	
  

LBTH	
  Focus	
  Group	
  



Displacements:	
  
	
  

‘I	
  think	
  there	
  are	
  big	
  losers!	
  Because	
  people	
  lose	
  once	
  they’re	
  
moved	
  out	
  of	
  their	
  area,	
  or	
  priced	
  out,	
  that’s	
  what	
  they	
  know	
  
from	
  birth.	
  You	
  can	
  give	
  them	
  a	
  nicer,	
  bigger	
  house	
  in	
  the	
  
seaside,	
  be	
  wherever	
  these	
  temporary	
  places	
  are,	
  but	
  they’re	
  
gonna	
  lose	
  the	
  rock.	
  And	
  why	
  we	
  are	
  saying	
  that	
  with	
  such	
  
passion	
  is	
  because	
  I	
  separated	
  from	
  my	
  son’s	
  Mum,	
  she’s	
  a	
  
teacher,	
  she	
  went	
  away,	
  I	
  wasn’t	
  working,	
  my	
  son	
  was	
  very	
  
sick.	
  I	
  didn’t	
  want	
  to	
  ask	
  a	
  Mum	
  for	
  child	
  support,	
  and	
  we	
  
were	
  trying	
  to	
  do	
  a	
  fimy-­‐fimy	
  arrangement.	
  So	
  that’s	
  enough	
  
about	
  my	
  situa>on.	
  However,	
  I	
  was	
  that	
  vulnerable	
  person.	
  
They	
  did	
  try	
  to	
  move	
  me	
  to	
  Barking	
  side,	
  they	
  didn’t	
  care	
  that	
  
all	
  my	
  local	
  services	
  –	
  GP,	
  school,	
  my	
  friends,	
  aunty	
  and	
  that	
  
–	
  were	
  here.	
  They	
  don’t	
  care.	
  So	
  I	
  do	
  feel	
  that,	
  in	
  this	
  world	
  
now,	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  ar>culate,	
  have	
  money	
  and	
  power	
  you	
  will	
  get	
  
what	
  you	
  want’.	
  (LBN,	
  Respondent	
  6)	
  	
  



The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  prepara>ons	
  for	
  staging	
  the	
  2012	
  Games	
  have	
  increased	
  numbers	
  of	
  
people	
  moving	
  in	
  and	
  out	
  impact	
  of	
  Games	
  on	
  the	
  local	
  area	
  
[χ2	
  =72.57;	
  df=15;	
  p=	
  0.0001]	
  	
  
	
  	
  

(63%)	
  	
  



‘What	
  happens	
  is	
  that	
  certain	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  
locals	
  residents	
  get	
  edged,	
  and	
  so	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  
get	
  edged	
  out	
  are	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  cannot	
  really	
  
afford’.	
  (LBTH,	
  Respondent	
  3)	
  

‘All	
  those,	
  the	
  Olympics	
  accommoda>on,	
  they’re	
  
just	
  gonna	
  get	
  converted	
  into	
  luxury	
  flats	
  and	
  
they’ll	
  be	
  sold	
  off	
  at	
  astronomical	
  prices.	
  The	
  local	
  
people	
  won’t	
  get	
  them’.	
  (LBH,	
  Respondent	
  11)	
  	
  



‘Never	
  heard	
  about	
  any	
  mee>ngs	
  before,	
  while	
  
these	
  planning	
  decisions	
  are	
  taking?	
  ‘Cause	
  these	
  
mee>ngs	
  were	
  much	
  more	
  informa>ve	
  than	
  
par>cipa>ve,	
  no?’	
  (LBWF-­‐Respondent4)	
  
	
  
‘They	
  have	
  been	
  holding	
  mee>ngs,	
  but	
  whether	
  the	
  
mee>ngs	
  are	
  effec>ve	
  is	
  a	
  different	
  thing…	
  ‘Cause	
  
yes	
  they	
  are	
  holding	
  mee>ngs,	
  to	
  >ck	
  the	
  boxes…	
  I	
  
don’t	
  think	
  they	
  actually	
  impart	
  any	
  informa>on	
  to	
  
us’.	
  (LBTH,	
  Respondent	
  3)	
  
	
  	
  
	
  



Sa>sfac>on	
  with	
  the	
  consulta>on	
  process	
  on	
  the	
  plans	
  of	
  Olympic	
  Park	
  and	
  surrounding	
  area	
  	
  
[χ2	
  =47.99;	
  df=15;	
  p=	
  0.0001]	
  	
  

(40%)	
  	
  

(19%)	
  





"Last	
  one	
  to	
  leave	
  the	
  
stadium	
  please	
  turn	
  off	
  the	
  
lights"	
  

London	
  2012	
  Paralympic	
  Closing	
  Ceremony	
  Programme	
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Thank you! 
 


